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WORLD HONORS KEY LEADERS IN SUPPORT OF WOMEN LIVING WITH HIV/AIDS

Honorees include Congresswoman Barbara Lee  

OAKLAND, CA – February 28, 2012 – Community leaders, clinicians and clergy will be honored at the 20th Anniversary Gala celebration for Women Organized to Respond to Life-threatening Diseases (WORLD). The honorees include Congresswoman Barbara Lee (D-CA) and the Oakland-based Allen Temple Baptist Church AIDS Ministry for providing HIV/AIDS awareness education in East Oakland and in Zimbabwe, Africa. 

The event, to be held on March 1, 2012, at the 25th Street Collective in downtown Oakland, will spotlight WORLD’s twenty-year history of providing peer-based education, advocacy and leadership for HIV-positive women and families. According to WORLD executive director, Cynthia Carey-Grant, WORLD will also call attention and focus to the myriad challenges facing HIV-positive women, including the stigma that still exists. Carey-Grant says the WORLD honorees, such as Congresswoman Lee, who is slated to receive the Champion Award, have all made significant contributions in the fight against HIV/AIDS.

“Congresswoman Lee embodies what our work is all about. She has never wavered in keeping this issue front and center on the minds of policymakers across the U.S. Not only has she worked to secure funding for HIV/AIDS in the U.S., she has also championed the cause for women across the globe,” says Carey-Grant. 

The 20th Anniversary Gala event will also feature leaders such as Rebecca Denison, who co-founded the organization in her living room twenty years ago and whose name bears the Rebecca Denison Award.  Denison says the theme of the occasion, “20 Years of Positive Action for Positive Women,” speaks volumes about WORLD’s vision and its history. “A small and courageous group of women and their allies came together twenty years ago to fight for their survival, to educate their community and to leave a historical record that we were here,” says Denison. 

Other WORLD honorees include:

Terry McGovern – Leadership Award

Loren Jones and Nilda Rodriguez – Rebecca Denison Award 

Allen Temple Baptist Church – Community of Faith Award

Dr. Robert C. Scott (posthumously) – Service Award

Dr. Claire Borkert (posthumously) – Service Award

Cecilia Chung – Community Activist Award

Marvelyn Brown, youth activist and author, who told her story on Oprah, will provide special remarks at the 20th Anniversary Gala event on how she’s faced myriad barriers as a HIV+ youth and woman of color. Brown is the author of The Naked Truth, an autobiography published in 2008. Master of Ceremony for this historic celebration is Barbara Rodgers, legendary newscaster for CBS 5 Eyewitness News and current host of Comcast Newsmakers.

Since the organization’s inception in 1991, thousands of women – women who were not in care – women who hid their HIV status for fear of rejection and even violence – and women who had nowhere to turn – have found compassionate care and support from WORLD. Yet stigma remains a barrier to services and support for many HIV-positive women, particularly women of color. 

“As we look toward International Women’s Day, it’s important to note that HIV/AIDS has had a devastating impact on the lives of women living with HIV/AIDS. Our goal is make sure that women are counted in this epidemic and that their voices are heard,” says Carey-Grant.

For more information about WORLD and the 20th Anniversary Gala event, visit www.womenhiv.org.
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